Lesson Two: Hearing From God

Introduction

Question 1: Do you believe that you are designed to hear God? How does God speak to
you? If you don’t believe you can hear from Him, why?

Hearing God at Work

James, a dedicated software manager, faced a coding challenge that seemed
insurmountable. Despite his extensive experience, the stubborn error persisted, halting
progress on an important project. During his prayer time, he turned to God for guidance. As
he sat in quiet contemplation, a sudden insight illuminated his mind—a solution. “l did not
hear God’s voice, but it was like a thought just appeared,” he shared. With renewed hope,
James entered the new code and pressed “run.” The error disappeared, and the project was
back on track.

James's experience serves as a powerful testimony that we are all designed to hear from
God. The Bible is rich with stories of individuals who heard from God, including Noah,
Abraham, Esther, David, Jesus, Paul, Mary, Elizabeth, and many others. These figures
exemplify the profound truth that we all can hear from God. As we embark on this journey
together, let us open our hearts and minds to the possibility.

“Your own ears will hear him. Right behind you, a voice will say, “This is the way you
should go,” whether to the right or to the left.” Isaiah 30:21




Barriers to Hearing God

Andy’s testimony is one many people can identify with. Raised in a conservative church,
Andy developed a deep passion for the written word. However, the teachings he received
rarely spoke of the Holy Spirit or the idea of God communicating directly with His
followers.

This all changed when Andy ventured into the mission field. Expecting to share his neatly
packaged faith, he instead encountered a God who shattered his preconceptions. He
witnessed miraculous healings, heard stories of divine visions, and felt God’s voice guiding
him in profound ways.

Initially struggling to reconcile these experiences with his upbringing, Andy soon embraced
the reality that God was far bigger and more intimate than he had ever imagined.

We all come from different backgrounds and different faith streams from conservative
to charismatic. Many of us unknowingly hold onto three common misconceptions that
hinder our ability to hear from God:

Divine Silence: The belief that God ceased speaking directly after the Bible was
completed, limiting His communication to the written Word alone.

Exclusive Access: The notion that only the "holy of holies" or those with specific titles can
hear from God.

Self-Doubt: The idea that because you haven’t heard from God yet, you are incapable of
hearing Him.

Remember, God desires a personal relationship with each of us, and His voice is always
within reach. Embrace the possibility that you can hear from Him, just as countless others
have.

Question:

What obstacles do you believe are preventing you from hearing from God?



Group Work

God’s Promise to Speak

God demonstrates His unwavering desire to connect with us personally; in the Bible there
is an astounding 476 direct communication. But that's just the beginning. God's voice
echoes through creation, resonates in scripture, and whispers in the gentle nudges of the
Holy Spirit. Over 3,000 times, the phrase "The Lord God says" rings out in the Bible, a
testament to His relentless pursuit of us. From the grandeur of angelic visitations to the
intimacy of dreams and visions, God employs a rich tapestry of methods to reach us.

Imagine Jesus, with arms wide open, inviting you into this conversation. In John 10:27, He
promises, "My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow me." Thisisn't just a
statement—it's an invitation to a life-changing relationship. You are known, you are loved,
and you are called to hear His voice.

Today, you stand at the threshold of an extraordinary journey. Open your heart to hear God's
voice in the world around you, in the pages of scripture, and in the quiet moments of your
day. The Creator of the universe is speaking.

“My sheep listen to my voice; | know them, and they follow me. | give them eternal life,
and they will never perish. No one can shatch them away from me.” John 10:27-28 NLT

Rhema and Logos

These two Greek words is translated in English as “word”; however, the distinction
between them is very powerful. Logos, appearing 300 times in the New Testament,
represents the timeless wisdom of God's written word. And rhema, mentioned 70 times,
ignites our souls with divine fire. Rhema is God's living, active voice speaking directly to
your heart, right here, right now.

Picture this: While logos is the map, rhema is the compass that guides you through life's
journey. It's the difference between reading about love and feeling its warmth envelop you.

Now, consider this awe-inspiring truth: "For nothing will be impossible with God" (Luke
1:37). When we dive into the original Greek, we uncover a hidden treasure: "For no rhema of
God lacks power." These words, spoken by Gabriel to Mary, reveal an awe-inspiring reality.



Every whisper from God carries the energy to move mountains, to reshape destinies, to
make the impossible possible. When you combine the wisdom of logos with the immediacy
of rhema, you tap into an unstoppable power of God.

“For no rhema of God lacks power!” Luke 1:37 Greek Transcript
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~Application:

Logos & Rhema
This application exercise will help you engage with scripture as both logos and rhema.
1. Read the following passage.

Jeremiah 1:4-8, “The Lord gave me this message: “I knew you before | formed you in
your mother’s womb. Before you were born, | set you apart
and appointed you as my prophet to the nations.”

“O Sovereign Lord,” | said, “I can’t speak for you! I’'m too young!”

The Lord replied, “Don’t say, ‘I’m too young,’ for you must go wherever | send you and
say whatever | tell you. And don’t be afraid of the people, for | will be with you and
will protect you. |, the Lord, have spoken!”

2. Read the passage slowly several times out loud. This represents engaging with the
logos - the written, word of God.

3. Prayand ask God to illuminate the passage for you personally. What did God
illuminate?



4. Concentrate on the passage, considering:

¢ What stands out to you?

¢ How might this apply to your current life situation?

¢ Isthere a promise, command, or truth that resonates deeply?

5. Write down any insights, impressions, or applications that come to mind. (These
personal revelations represent rhema - God's living, active word speaking to you.)

Write a Declaration about Hearing from God

A declaration is a powerful affirmation of what has already been established or promised
by God. As a son or daughter of the King, we hold the divine authority to proclaim the
blessings and promises that God has already spoke over us. We know that God has
promised us the ability to hear from Him.

In this application exercise, take five minutes to create a personal declaration about God's
promise that you can hear from Him. This is a moment to express your faith and confidence
in His promise. Here’s an example to inspire you: "l declare that God is faithful to speak to
me. My ears are open to hear His voice, and my heart is ready to receive His message."



HOMEWORK:

For the next two weeks, speak out loud the declaration statement you created above!



